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attempt to follow out the consequences of such a
supposition. It would be something like spending
a lot of time over following out the consequences of
the supposition that the squares constructed on the
sides of a right-angle triangle exceeded the square on
the hypotenuse.

But I must here answer one or two possible
objections. It may be said that sometimes good
comes out of evil, and therefore we do not know but
that in acting rightly we may be hindering some
greater good which might have arisen if we had
acted differently.

N"ow it is quite true that sometimes beneficial
results do follow indirectly from wrong actions.
For example, the character of a good man may be
strengthened and improved by the suffering which
he is called on to undergo in consequence of the
action of those who unjustly oppress him. And,
indeed, the only solution of the mystery of the
existence of evil, and its being suffered to continue,
seems to be that thereby an exaltation of character
is rendered possible, and qualities drawn out for
which otherwise there would not have been any
exercise. But these results are indirect, and such as
cannot be foreseen. For example, if A be tempted
by B to do wrong for* the sake of some apparent
advantage, it may very well be that in case he
resists the temptation his character is strengthened